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advising the nervous to "study large maps," but at this period again her excursion
towards Central Asia raised the spectre of war. There were frequent hot discussions
and votes of censure on the Government policy in Egypt and the Sudan, and feeling
against the Ministers was excited to a passionate pitch by the failure to rescue General
Gordon at Khartoum, where he had remained in disregard of definite orders.
Queen Victoria sent an indignant telegram en clair to Gladstone.
The chief legislative achievements of the Government were the Irish Land Act
and the Franchise Act. The Corrupt Practices Act, which limited the expense of
elections, was another timely reform. Healy's knowledge of the Irish Act, by the
way, was said to be equal to Gladstone's. Party passion, inflamed by Chamberlain,
ran through the political world in the conflict between the two Houses and the
two great parties over the Bill which extended household suffrage to the counties
and enfranchised the rural labourer, but moderating influences led to the com-
promise by which it was accompanied by the redistribution of seats. This was
carried out on the general principle of equal electoral districts, each, as a rule,
returning a single member.
The House of Commons was at its worst in dealing with Charles Bradlaugh.
In its loathing of the propagandist of Atheism, who had incurred additional prejudice
fey his "Impeachment of the House of Brunswick," it disregarded the constitutional
right of an elected member. On this issue Lord Randolph Churchill's Fourth
Party first asserted itself, and the lead of the House was taken from Gladstone.
Exciting scenes for several years followed the rejection of Bradlaugh's claim to
make an Affirmation, or take the Oath of Allegiance. All means were attempted
by him without success to secure a seat. An address 'to the House that he delivered
at the Bar, although he had consummate powers of speech, was of no avail.
Bradlaugh was physically a powerful man, and when he tried on one occasion to
force his way into the House and was dragged from the Lobby to the courtyard,
not only were his own clothes torn in, the struggle but the police also had a dishevelled
appearance. One could not be sure on looking at them whether the police had been
engaged in expelling Bradlaugh or he had tried to expel the police.
I was amazed, after the exclusion order had expired, to see him striding to the
table and administering the Oath to himself. He took a Bible from his pocket,
read the Oath from a sheet of paper, and then kissed the Book and subscribed the
Oath with a stylograph. The House banished the audacious offender. Three times
in his contest with Parliament he was re-elected for Northampton, but though
Gladstone, while expressing passionate devotion to the Christian doctrines which
Bradlaugh assailed, stood by his constitutional right and was in favour of Affirmation,
he was kept out of his seat till the Dissolution. la the new Parliament his right
prevailed. The Affirmation Act not yet being passed he was allowed to take the
Oath without any fuss, the Speaker (now Mr. Peel) refusing to suffer any intervention.
Bradlaugh proved a useful, able, decorous member, and he served on a Royal
Commission. As he lay on his death-bed in January, 1891, the House expunged
from its Journals the resolution which debarred him from taking the Oath or makTng
an Affirmation. Through that resolution the Clerk of the House struck a red line.